
Laguna Country  
        United Methodist Church 

This Month 
• Pastore B.J.’s BS 

• Brownies & Bingo 

• Wonderful Wednesday 

Reflections 
Pastor B.J.’s 

God Loves Everyone: No Exceptions 
 

In the words of Bishop Dottie, “This General Conference, unlike others, resulted in many 

changes. . . . This General Conference removed harmful language and rules related to 

our LGBTQIA+ siblings. And this General Conference revised our Social Principles. These, 

and other changes, have formed us in a new way of being United Methodist. Also, there 

are some things that will stay the same. We are still a church that lives out the image of 

the Big Table, a place where there is room for everyone in God’s kin-dom. We are still a 

church that listens to each other as our discipline of love. . . . We are still a church that is 

in ministry to each other, and to the world God placed us in. We are still a church that 

chooses to love each other. No matter what.” 
 

As your pastor, I’m pleased by the changes to UM Social Principles and Book of Discipline. 

Jesus always reached out to and included those society called “other,” offering radical 

hospitality to all who found themselves excluded or denigrated by the social mores of the 

time. Jesus does the same today through the UMC position on what it means to be the 

body of Christ. Is just one way in which we build the kingdom of God and work to realize 

Isaiah’s vision of the Peaceable Kingdom, where they shall neither hurt nor destroy on all 

my holy mountain.  
 

Yours on the journey, 

       Pastor B.J. 



 

Check out our  
online services at   

Lagunacountryumc.org 



June Birthdays! 

 
June Anniversaries! 

Dial - A - Devotion Ministry 
Dial-A-Devotion always needs a few more dedicated presenters to supplement the group. If you  

follow this group via phone, you know that it means presenting a message about every three weeks 

from your home. It allows you to share a message that was meaningful to you or to others. Let the 

office know  if you would like to try it out.  949.837.5433 
 

 
1-Jun LaFee Family 16-Jun Dick Obermayer 1-Jul Glenn Miller 

2-Jun Meg Estrada 17-Jun David Atkins 2-Jul Teri Lancey 

3-Jun David Atkins 18-Jun Glenn Miller 3-Jul Dick Obermayer 

4-Jun Glenn Miller 19-Jun Teri Lancey 4-Jul Marilyn Nicolas 

5-Jun Teri Lancey 20-Jun Dick Obermayer 5-Jul Joy  O’Connor 

6-Jun Liz Heacock 21-Jun Marilyn Nicolas 6-Jul Sherry Atkins 

7-Jun Marilyn Nicolas 22-Jun Joy  O’Connor 7-Jul Laddie Perez 

8-Jun Joy  O’Connor 23-Jun Sherry Atkins 8-Jul Pastor B.J. 

9-Jun Sherry Atkins 24-Jun Laddie Perez 9-Jul Laura Daillak 

10-Jun Laddie Perez 25-Jun Pastor B.J. 10-Jul Don Forden 

11-Jun Pastor B.J. 26-Jun Laura Daillak 11-Jul LaFee Family 

12-Jun Laura Daillak 27-Jun Don Forden 12-Jul Meg Estrada 

13-Jun Don Forden 28-Jun LaFee Family 13-Jul David Atkins 

14-Jun LaFee Family 29-Jun Meg Estrada 14-Jul Glenn Miller 

15-Jun Meg Estrada 30-Jun David Atkins 15-Jul Teri Lancey 

Henry & Shirley Schneider     June 15th 

Dakota LaFee  June 4th 

Janet Dvorznak  June 5th 

Beverly Miller  June 7th 

Merry Weinstein  June 7th 

Lily Hong  June 9th 

Frank Bristol  June 24th 

Henry Schneider  June 25th 

Robert Roa  June 27th 

Susan Villanueva  June 28th 



The Upper Room devotional is  

available in the Narthex at the 
cost of $1.00. If you wish to start  

receiving your daily Upper Room 
devotional by e-mail, you can go 
to www.upperroom and sign up.  
There is no cost for this online ser-

vice  

Liturgists For June & July  

Please remember that we can 

give to the needy of our 

church and community at any 

time through the Pastor’s  

Discretionary Fund. To  

contribute to this fund simply 

write a check to LCUMC and 

include “Pastor’s Discretion-

ary” in the memo. Include your  

contribution in the Sunday  

offering plate or send it to the 

Church Office. Thank You!!    

Ok Chorale Alzheimer's Choir- Every Wednesday, at 

1:30 p.m. in the Choir Room. Did you know we have 

a therapeutic singing group for people with  

dementia and their care partners? It's fun and it's 

FREE! Contact the church office for more info. 
 

 

Prayer Group- Every Tuesday, at 10:00 a.m. in 

the Wesley Room. We would love to have you 

join us as we pray for the needs of others and 

ourselves. Find strength and peace in this  

Small Groups 

The Upper Room 

New Horizon’s Small Group– First and third Monday’s at, 

1:30 p.m. at Joy O’Connor’s Home. Joy leads this  

special group for women. Come and join us for  

friendship, spiritual support, and hope on life’s journey 

as we experience transitions and role changes.  

Meetings are held on the first and third Mondays of 

each month. For additional information please contact 

Joy. 

June 2nd Marilyn Nicolas 

June 9th Pendra LaFee 

June 16th Glenn Miller 

June 23rd Lily Hong 

June 30th David Atkins 

July 7th Frank Bristol 

July 14th Sharon Holmes 

July 21st Meg Estrada 

July 28th Hanne Booth 



Sermon Themes 
More Questions Than Answers 

 

June 2nd- Why Does Sabbath Matter?; Mark 2:23–3:6 

A friend of mine told me about her favorite class in seminary–a class on Sabbath practices. 

Initially, she was nervous about signing up for a class that met for 11 hours once a month. It 

never occurred to her that they would spend their Fridays practicing Sabbath, but that’s 

what they did once a month all semester long. She’s now developing her own Sabbath 

practices on Fridays, not because she must but because she can. This is what God intends 

for us in the commandment to “keep the Sabbath holy.” 

 
June 9th- How Do We Become Family?: Mark 3:20-35 

Jesus makes it clear that family is no longer defined by biology or lineage, but rather by a 

shared faith in God and in the new realm of God is establishing in the body of Christ—a 

body with a shared vision for living our Christian faith. We are family, not because we’re 

members of LCUMC or we’re related to some particular people. Rather, we’re family be-

cause we’re following where Christ leads, trusting Christ’s message to guide our steps, even 

when that guidance challenges and stretches us. 

 
June 16th- How Do We Grow?: Mark 4:26-34 

Planting a garden is surely an act of faith. Is it any wonder that Jesus compares God’s 

realm and reign on earth to the planting of seeds with hope that they will grow? We are 

encouraged to water and nurture the seeds within ourselves and within our world a little bit 

each and every day. One step at a time, one seed at a time, one watering can at a time, 

one act of love at a time, we fulfil the words of the Lord’s Prayer: “Thy kingdom come.” 

 
June 23rd- Why Are We Afraid?: Mark 4:35-41 

Fear is a powerful trickster, convincing children that there are monsters behind closet doors 

and that nightmares are real. Fear is a powerful trickster, convincing adults that an angry 

friend is as dangerous as a saber-toothed tiger, causing us to strike back rather than calmly 

listen and apologize for hurting their feelings. Why are we afraid? Christ is present in those 

moments, ready to calm the storms around us, ready to silence our fears and even the 

dangers that frighten us. 

 
June 30th- How Does Healing Happen?: Mark 5:21-43 

Jesus is with us. As he offered healing and peace to a woman on the road, he offers heal-

ing hope and peace to us through the power of the Holy Spirit. As he wept at the tomb of 

his friend Lazarus, Jesus weeps with us in our sorrow when healing doesn’t happen. As he 

saw in Jairus’ daughter, Jesus sees possibilities when we only see dead ends. And still, we 

are left with the mysterious questions as to why sometimes healing happens and sometimes 

it doesn’t. I don’t have answers to those questions, so I try to find peace in simply trusting 

that Jesus weeps with me, walks with me, and offers healing as he may, even when my 

own health falls short. 



June 
Calendar 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

    
 

   1 6:30am 
AA Do It 
Sober 
6:00pm 
Choir Prep 

2 6:30am AA Do It Sober 
8:30am Choir Rehearsal 
9:30am Worship 
10:30am Fellowship Time 
11:00am Adult Sunday 
School 
 

3 6:30am AA Do It Sober 
12:00pm Al-Anon Meeting 
5:00pm Choir Prep 
7:00pm AA Monday Night 
12 & 12 

4 6:30am AA Do It 
Sober 
9:30am Bell Practice 
10:00am Prayer 
Group 
10:30am Tellers 
11:15am Pastor B.J.'s 
BS 
7:00pm Boy Scouts 

5 6:30am 
AA Do It 
Sober 
1:00pm OK 
Chorale 
6:00pm Hu-
la Lessons 

6 6:30am 
AA Do It 
Sober 
1:00pm 8 is 
Enough 

7 
6:30a
m AA 
Do It 
Sober 
 

8 6:30am 
AA Do It 
Sober 
10:00am 
2nd Sun-
day Lunch 
Prep 
 

9 6:30am AA Do It Sober 
8:30am Choir Rehearsal 
9:30am Worship 
10:30am Bagels & Bingo 
Fellowship Time 
11:00am Adult Sunday 
School 
 

10 6:30am AA Do It Sober 
12:00pm Al-Anon Meeting 
12:30pm Non-Competitive 
Bridge 
5:00pm Choir Prep 
7:00pm AA Monday Night 
12 & 12 

11 6:30am AA Do It 
Sober 
9:30am Bell Practice 
10:00am Prayer 
Group 
10:30am Tellers 
7:00pm Boy Scouts 

12 6:30am 
AA Do It 
Sober 
1:00pm OK 
Chorale 
6:00pm Hu-
la Lessons 

13 6:30am 
AA Do It 
Sober 
1:00pm 8 is 
Enough 
1:30pm 
Seeker's 
Bible Study 

14 
6:30a
m AA 
Do It 
Sober 
 

15 6:30am 
AA Do It 
Sober 
9:30am 
Men's 
Breakfast 
10:00am 
Rambling 
Rouges 
 

16 6:30am AA Do It Sober 
8:30am Choir Rehearsal 
9:30am Worship 
10:30am Fellowship Time 
11:00am Adult Sunday 
School 
  
 

17 6:30am AA Do It Sober 
12:00pm Al-Anon Meeting 
5:00pm Choir Prep 
7:00pm AA Monday Night 
12 & 12 

18 6:30am AA Do It 
Sober 
9:30am Bell Practice 
10:00am Prayer 
Group 
10:30am Tellers 
11:15am Pastor B.J.'s 
BS 
7:00pm Boy Scouts 

19 6:30am 
AA Do It 
Sober 
12:00pm 
Wonderful 
Wednesday 
1:00pm OK 
Chorale 
6:00pm Hu-
la Lessons 

20 6:30am 
AA Do It 
Sober 
1:00pm 8 is 
Enough 

21 
6:30a
m AA 
Do It 
Sober 
 

22 6:30am 
AA Do It 
Sober 
6:00pm 
Choir Prep 
6:00pm 
Square 
Dancing 
Group 

23 
6:30am AA Do It Sober 
8:30am Choir Rehearsal 
9:30am Worship 
10:30am Fellowship Time 
11:00am Adult Sunday 
School 
  

24 
6:30am AA Do It Sober 
12:00pm Al-Anon Meeting 
12:30pm Non-Competitive 
Bridge 
5:00pm Choir Prep 
7:00pm AA Monday Night 
12 & 12 

25 
6:30am AA Do It 
Sober 
9:30am Bell Practice 
10:00am Prayer 
Group 
10:30am Tellers 
7:00pm Boy Scouts 

26 
6:30am AA 
Do It Sober 
1:00pm OK 
Chorale 
6:00pm Hu-
la Lessons 

27 
6:30am AA 
Do It Sober 
1:00pm 8 is 
Enough 
1:30pm 
Seeker's 
Bible Study 

28 
6:30a
m AA 
Do It 
Sober 
 

29 
6:30am AA 
Do It Sober 
 

30 
6:30am AA Do It Sober 
8:30am Choir Rehearsal 
9:30am Worship 
10:30am Fellowship Time 
11:00am Adult Sunday 
School 

      



Fellowship Opportunities 
June 9th– Second Sunday lunch, bagels and bingo! 

 

June 19th– Wonderful Wednesday lunch and entertainment by Tony Rodgers. 

 

June 15th– Men’s Breakfast at 9:00 am. Come enjoy a breakfast, fellowship and  

a program. 

 

June 26th - Lunch Bunch at Rodrigo’s, meet at the church parking lot at 11:30 a.m. 



Western Jurisdiction UWF Quadrennial Event 2024 

Anchorage, Alaska – May 9 to 11 

 

What is the Quadrennial Meeting? Every four years, UWF members gather in five separate Jurisdiction 

Events (North Central, Northeastern, South Central, Southeastern, and Western). Western Jurisdiction is divid-

ed into seven Conferences (Alaska, California-Nevada, California-Pacific, Desert Southwest, Mountain Sky, 

Oregon-Idaho, and Pacific Northwest). Jurisdiction Events convened around the nation for inspiring and 

spirited worships, engaging workshops, riveting and motivating speakers, and renewing soul care as voting 

delegates elect their region’s representatives to serve a four-year term on the National Board of Directors. 

Voting delegates to the Jurisdiction events are elected at each of the 55 UWF Conference Annual Meet-

ings. What is the National Board of Directors? At the national level, the organization of UWF is led by a 

board of directors with advisory input from the Program Advisory Group. The work is guided and implement-

ed by the National staff. The Board of Directors sets policy, secures funding, and determines the budget 

that provides opportunities to connect within the United States and around the world. The board consists of 

25 directors, 20 of whom are elected by their jurisdiction and five are nominated and elected by the 

National organization. Some of you may have heard that I attended the WJ UWF Quadrennial event in 

Alaska. One of the special guests at the Western Jurisdiction event was Sally Vonner. She is the UWF Gen-

eral Secretary and Chief Executive Officer. It was an honor to meet her personally! There were approxi-

mately 250 attendees, 41 from California-Pacific. It was great to see old friends and my former California-

Nevada Conference’s colleagues. I went on official duty as California-Pacific Conference’s National Direc-

tor nominee. 

There were ten National Director nominees representing our conferences in Western Jurisdiction. Western 

Jurisdiction elected two National Directors and one National Director Alternate; I was elected as National 

Director Alternate to serve a four-year term 2024- 

2028. I am looking forward to this new role and will need all your prayers and support. 

“Together we can do more. Together we can be more. Together the power of love in action can change 

the world.” 

Your sister in Christ,    Laddie Perez, Church Lay Leader 

      Laguna Country UWF Treasurer 



As the son of 2 pastors, I have been involved with the church for 

basically my entire life. My father is a United Church of Christ pas-

tor, and my mother is a pastor for the United Methodist Church so I 

have extensive experience with both denominations. In particular, I 

have been involved with the United Methodist Church since it start-

ed intertwining with my passion for filmmaking and media produc-

tion. In High School, knowing I wanted to consider film as a career 

path, I began attending the California Pacific Annual Conference 

Summer Film Camp led by Rev. Hilly Hicks. While attending the 

camp my passion for media only grew and became a great way 

for me to connect my work with the church to my career ambi-

tions. There I met several mentors including Rev. Hicks, Ken Malec, 

and Ken Ellis, all of which were hugely influential in both my spiritual and professional jour-

neys. After High School, I attended California State University Northridge for Cinema and 

Television Arts. While attending college I began to work part-time with a few different 

churches and nonprofits helping with their media production. This continued to be a very 

spiritually fulfilling outlet for me while I completed my higher education. I graduated in the 

Fall of 2019, shortly before the onset of the Coronavirus Pandemic, leading to serious chal-

lenges in my search for employment. During this time I began reaching out to different 

churches and pastors that might be looking for assistance with their online ministry due to 

the lockdowns and isolation. Soon after, I was offered a job by Pastor Leigh Ann Shaw at 

the United Methodist Church of Vista, where I began working part-time as their Video and 

Technology Coordinator. From there I continued my work and also got contracted for var-

ious editing and technology work with several other churches. While working with these 

other churches, I met Pastor Rick Uhls through an editing position for San Luis Obisbo Unit-

ed Methodist. Both of us worked well together previously, so when he emailed me asking 

for assistance at his new church, Shepherd of the Hills, I was eager to accept. Following a 

year of employment at Shepherd, where I concluded work on their technological system, 

I decided to pursue new opportunities. I am delighted to share that I am now part of La-

guna Country, a church community I have been connected with for nearly ten years. My 

journey at Laguna Country began in 2016 when I received a scholarship for college. I 

have cherished the people and relationships I have cultivated throughout the years. Con-

tributing to worship services, assisting with outside activities, and sharing my film projects 

created during the CALPAC Summer Film camp in high school has been a fulfilling experi-

ence. I am thrilled to be back at Laguna Country in a professional capacity. I look for-

ward to diligently and faithfully serving the church through its numerous ministries in the 

days ahead. It is an honor to be part of this community and contribute to its growth and 

impact. 

Meet Michael 
Director of Technology, Media, & Communications 







Rev. B.J. Beu 

Senior Pastor 

pastorbjbeu@gmail.com 

Ashleigh Kelly 

Office Manager 

office.lcumc@gmail.com 

Richard Warne 

Music Director 

richard.lcumc@gmail.com 

Michael Beu 
Director of Technology,  
Media, & Communications 

michaelsbeu@gmail.com 

Laguna Country  
United Methodist Church 

24442 Moulton Pkwy 

Laguna Woods, CA 92637 

 

Phone  949.837.3414 

Email  office.lcumc@gmail.com 

Website  lagunacountryumc.org 

Laguna Country  
Staff 


