
• Men’s Breakfast 

• What’s Going On 

• New Member’s 

 

Pastor David’s 

We are always making choices. Sometimes, because the grooves in our brain are so deeply  
entrenched, we are not even aware that we are making choices. We just act from the thoughts 
and behaviors that have been established over the years. But the other day, I started thinking that 
there are clear differences in the way we view the world, which then determines the choices we 
make. The following is a list of differences that I believe are found in the scriptures: 

 

There is an old way, and there is a new way. 
There is the world’s way, and there is God’s way. 
There is the way of division, and there is the way of unity. 
There is the way of exclusion, and there is the way of inclusion. 
There is the baptism of repentance and the baptism of the Holy Spirit. 
There is the way of death and the way of life. 
There is the circle that shuts you out, and the circle that takes you in. 
There is the enemy, and there is the sister or brother. 
There is the way of darkness, and there is the way of light. 
There is the way of judgment, and there is the way of forgiveness. 
There is the way of legalism, and there is the way of grace. 
There is the way of “us vs. them,” and there is the way of “we.” 
There is the way of selfishness, and there is the way of generosity. 
There is the way of hate, and there is the way of love. 
There is an old way, and there is a new way. 
There is God’s way and there is the world’s way. 
Which way will we choose? 

 

Peace and blessings, 
 

Pastor David 



 

Check out our  
online services at   

Lagunacountryumc.org 



! 

- - 
Dial-A-Devotion always needs a few more dedicated presenters to supplement the group. If you  

follow this group via phone, you know that it means presenting a message about every three weeks 

from your home. It allows you to share a message that was meaningful to you or to others. Let the 

office know  if you would like to try it out.  949.837.5433 
 

 1-Jul Liz Heacock 16-Jul Marilyn Nicolas 1-Aug Liz Heacock 

2-Jul Greg Lewis 17-Jul Elaine Brady 2-Aug XXXXXXXXXXXXX 

3-Jul Sherry Atkins 18-Jul Ashleigh Kelly 3-Aug XXXXXXXXXXXXX 

4-Jul Laddie Perez 19-Jul XXXXXXXXXXXXX 4-Aug Glenn Miller 

5-Jul XXXXXXXXXXXXX 20-Jul XXXXXXXXXXXXX 5-Aug Teri Lancey 

6-Jul XXXXXXXXXXXXX 21-Jul Joy O'Connor 6-Aug Dick Obermayer 

7-Jul Laura Daillak 22-Jul LaFee Family 7-Aug Marilyn Nicolas 

8-Jul Don Forden 23-Jul Greg Lewis 8-Aug Elaine Brady 

9-Jul Meg Estrada 24-Jul Sherry Atkins 9-Aug XXXXXXXXXXXXX 

10-Jul David Atkins 25-Jul Laddie Perez 10-Aug XXXXXXXXXXXXX 

11-Jul Glenn Miller 26-Jul XXXXXXXXXXXXX 11-Aug Ashleigh Kelly 

12-Jul XXXXXXXXXXXXX 27-Jul XXXXXXXXXXXXX 12-Aug Joy O'Connor 

13-Jul XXXXXXXXXXXXX 28-Jul Laura Daillak 13-Aug LaFee Family 

14-Jul Teri Lancey 29-Jul Don Forden 14-Aug Greg Lewis 

15-Jul Dick Obermayer 30-Jul Meg Estrada 15-Aug Sherry Atkins 

  31-Jul David Atkins   

Joy McBee  July 2nd 

Kathleen LaFee  July 7th 

Sharon Holmes  July 11th 

Myra Bouck  July 23rd  
! 

Henry & Shirley Schneider July 15th 



The Upper Room devotional is  

available in the Narthex at the 
cost of $1.00. If you wish to start  

receiving your daily Upper Room 
devotional by e-mail, you can go 
to www.upperroom and sign up.  
There is no cost for this online ser-

vice  

Liturgists For July & August 

Please remember that we can 

give to the needy of our 

church and community at any 

time through the Pastor’s  

Discretionary Fund. To  

contribute to this fund simply 

write a check to LCUMC and 

include “Pastor’s Discretion-

ary” in the memo. Include your  

contribution in the Sunday  

offering plate or send it to the 

Church Office. Thank You!!    

The Upper Room 

A Note From The  

Trustees 
 

Please inform Ashleigh at the church office 

when you notice anything needing the  

attention of the Trustees, whether it be a 

water leak or something that is broken. 

 

Thanks, 

Michael Daillak and the Trustees 

Jul. 6th Laura Daillak 

Jul. 13th Meg Estrada 

Jul. 20th Marilyn Nicolas  

Jul. 27th Don Forden 

Aug. 3rd Sherry  Atkins 

Aug. 10th Rex Danford 

Aug. 17th Hanne Booth  

Aug. 24th Marilyn Nicolas 

Aug. 31st Laura Daillak 



July 6th - Galatians 6:1-10; Luke 10:1-11. THE WORK OF RESTORATION. 
Paul addresses the issue of restoring a person to the fellowship of the church 

when there has been a separation or a transgression. He emphasizes that this is 

to be done in a spirit of gentleness as we bear one another’s burdens. Each 

person is to examine their own work with a spirit of humility, working for the 

good of all. “Do not grow weary in doing what is right.” In Luke, Jesus sends out 

seventy-two to prepare for his arrival in various towns saying, “Peace to this 

house!” He warns them that some will receive and some will not. 

 

July 13th - Colossians 1:1-5,9-14; Luke 10:25-37. LOVE IN ACTION 

Paul gives thanks for the faithful Christians in Colossi, then gives them encour-

agement to continue in the good work they have been doing. He prays that 

they may remain strong, having “endurance and patience, joyfully giving 

thanks to the Father…who has rescued us from the power of darkness.” In 

Luke, Jesus responds to the man who asks what he must do to inherit eternal 

life by telling the story of the priest and Levite who turn a blind eye to a man 

beaten and lying on the side of the road, but the Samaritan ministers to his 

needs. This story connects one’s adherence to the spirit of the law by showing 

mercy. 

 

July 20th - Colossians 1:15-23; Luke 10:38-42 - THE UNIVERSAL CHRIST 

Paul makes a very powerful statement about the nature of the Universal Christ 

through whom “all things in heaven and on earth were created.” He repeats 

this sentiment four times in this passage, then reminds them that they have 

been reconciled to God through Jesus, the Christ. Even as Paul states this cen-

tral truth, Luke tells the story of Jesus’ visit to the home of Mary and Martha, 

and Mary choosing “the better part” by sitting at Jesus’ feet as he teaches the 

people. 

 

July 27th - Luke 11:1-13 - THE POWER OF PERSISTENCE. 
In this passage, we have Luke’s version of what we call “The Lord’s Prayer,” a 

much more concise version. He then follows the teaching of this prayer by tell-

ing the story of a person who was persistent in asking what he wanted from a 

friend until the friend relented. He then follows this with instructions to “ask, 

seek, and knock.” He asserts that the door will be opened, and concludes by 

saying that “the Heavenly Father will give the Holy Spirit to those who ask him!”  



July 
Calendar 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

   
 

1 6:30am AA Do It 
Sober 
9:30am Bell Practice 
10:00am Prayer 
Group 
7:00pm Boy Scouts 

2 6:30am AA Do It 
Sober 
10:30am Tellers 
1:00pm OK Chorale 
6:00pm Hula Les-
sons 
7:00pm Choir 

3 6:30am 
AA Do It 
Sober 
1:00pm 8 is 
Enough 

4 
6:30am 
AA Do It 
Sober 
 

5 6:30am 
AA Do It 
Sober 
 

6 6:30am AA Do It So-
ber 
8:30am Choir Re-
hearsal 
9:30am Worship 
10:30am Fellowship 
Time 
11:00am Adult Sun-
day School 

7 6:30am AA 
Do It Sober 
12:00pm Al-
Anon Meeting 
7:00pm AA 
Monday Night 
12 & 12 

8 6:30am AA Do It 
Sober 
9:30am Bell Practice 
10:00am Prayer 
Group 
7:00pm Administra-
tive Council Meet-
ing 
7:00pm  Scouts 

9 6:30am AA Do It 
Sober 
10:30am Tellers 
1:00pm OK Chorale 
6:00pm Hula Les-
sons 
7:00pm Choir 

10 6:30am 
AA Do It 
Sober 
1:00pm 8 is 
Enough 

11 
6:30am 
AA Do It 
Sober 

12 6:30am 
AA Do It 
Sober 
 

13 6:30am AA Do It 
Sober 
8:30am Choir Re-
hearsal 
9:30am Worship 
10:30am Fellowship 
Time 
11:00am Adult Sun-
day School 
 

14 6:30am AA 
Do It Sober 
12:00pm Al-
Anon Meeting 
7:00pm AA 
Monday Night 
12 & 12 

15 6:30am AA Do It 
Sober 
9:30am Bell Practice 
10:00am Prayer 
Group 
12:00pm Prayer Vigil 
7:00pm Scouts 

16 6:30am AA Do It 
Sober 
10:30am Tellers 
11:00am Faith, Film, 
& Feast 
1:00pm OK Chorale 
6:00pm Hula Les-
sons 
6:30pm Scout Par-
ent Meeting 
7:00pm Choir 

17 6:30am 
AA Do It 
Sober 
1:00pm 8 is 
Enough 

18 
6:30am 
AA Do It 
Sober 
 

19 6:30am 
AA Do It 
Sober 
9:30am 
Men's 
Group 
1:00pm 
Hula Les-
sons 

20 6:30am AA Do It 
Sober 
8:30am Choir Re-
hearsal 
9:30am Worship 
10:30am Fellowship 
Time 
11:00am Adult Sun-
day School 

21 6:30am AA 
Do It Sober 
12:00pm Al-
Anon Meeting 
7:00pm AA 
Monday Night 
12 & 12 

22 6:30am AA Do It 
Sober 
9:30am Bell Practice 
10:00am Prayer 
Group 
7:00pm Boy Scouts 

23 6:30am AA Do It 
Sober 
10:30am Tellers 
11:30am Lunch 
Bunch– Olive  
Garden 
1:00pm OK Chorale 
6:00pm Hula Les-
sons 
7:00pm Choir 

24 6:30am 
AA Do It 
Sober 
1:00pm 8 is 
Enough 

25 
6:30am 
AA Do It 
Sober 
 

26 6:30am 
AA Do It 
Sober 
1:00pm 
Hula Les-
sons 
6:00pm 
Rambling 
Rouges 

27 6:30am AA Do It 
Sober 
8:30am Choir Re-
hearsal 
9:30am Worship 
10:30am Fellowship 
Time 
11:00am Adult Sun-
day School 

28 6:30am AA 
Do It Sober 
12:00pm Al-
Anon Meeting 
7:00pm AA 
Monday Night 
12 & 12 

29 6:30am AA Do It 
Sober 
9:30am Bell Practice 
10:00am Prayer 
Group 
7:00pm Scouts 

30 6:30am AA Do It 
Sober 
10:30am Tellers 
1:00pm OK Chorale 
6:00pm Hula Les-
sons 
7:00pm Choir 

31 6:30am 
AA Do It 
Sober 
1:00pm 8 is 
Enough 

  
 

  
 



’

We welcome the following new members into the 

life of Laguna Country UMC: 
Mary Grace Carpenter started participating in the OK Chorale on the invitation of 

Donna Kish, and from there began worshipping with us and singing in our choir.  

After a career as a registered nurse, Mary Grace was active in education with a  

focus on Special Needs students, and is now active in LWV with the “Fit Brain Club.” 

She comes as an affiliate member as she retains her lifelong affiliation with the  

Roman Catholic Church. Donna Kish and Don Forden are her sponsors.  

(Her information is in the directory.) 

 

David Forden, along with his wife, Ann, recently moved to Laguna Woods Village 

from Bakersfield, joining his brother and sister-in-law. He is retired as an Army  

Chaplain and Licensed Marriage and Family Therapist. He has published two books 

and continues his artwork. He comes as an affiliate member, maintaining his con-

nection with the American Baptist Church as an ordained minister. His sponsor is 

Greg Lewis. (Her information is in the directory.) 

 

Regina Jennings has a background in the Roman Catholic Church in Peru, but was 

encouraged by a Methodist teacher to develop her gifts. She holds degrees in  

psychology and has a rich history in working in the therapeutic field, currently  

conducting sessions at the Florence Sylvester Memorial Senior Center. She helped 

establish “The Gathering”, sponsored by LCUMC, that meets once a week to  

provide fellowship and discussions. Her sponsors are Michael and Laura Daillak.  

(Her information is elsewhere in the Viewpoint.) 



Join Us for Rise Against Hunger! 

Sunday, September 7th | 3:00 – 5:00 P.M. 

Santa Ana United Methodist Church 
 

We’re excited to join four other local churches in a powerful  

mission effort to package 40,000 meal kits for Rise Against  

Hunger—a global movement to end hunger by empowering 

communities and nourishing lives. 

Our church has a goal to bring 40 volunteers to help pack meals 

and to raise $3,228 as our share of the event cost. 
 

Can you lend a hand? Whether by volunteering your time, do-

nating toward our fundraising goal, or both—you’ll be making a 

meaningful impact. 
 

Sign-up to volunteer with Frank. 

Donate by dropping a check in the offering plate with Rise 

Against Hunger in the memo line. 
 

Let’s come together to make a difference! 



41st Annual Session of the  
California-Pacific Conference 

Report by Laddie Perez, Church Lay Leader and AC Lay Member 
 
First, I want to thank Laguna Country UMC for electing me to represent you as one of the two 
Annual Conference Lay Members (Meg Estrada is the other AC Lay Member). 

 

The 41st Annual Session of the California-Pacific Confer-
ence took place virtually (California, Hawaii, Guam, and 
Saipan) on June 11-14 and in person in Indian Wells, Cali-
fornia. I’ve attended in person, and Meg attended virtu-
ally.  The theme of the 2025 Session was “Ending Spiritual 
and Physical Hunger:  Cherish.” 
 

The 2024 General Conference passed several proposed 
amendments to The United Methodist Constitution.  These 
unique pieces of legislation will only become official 
once they are ratified by a two-thirds affirmative vote of 
the aggregate of members to the annual conferences, 
meaning all United Methodists all over the world.  Wheth-
er it’s a yes or a no, every vote counts.  We voted on 
each of these four amendments.  Results of the denomi-
nation-wide votes will be announced in the fall.   
 

The amendment topics were worldwide regionalization, 
gender and ability inclusion, racial justice, and educa-
tional requirements for clergy members. 
 

Immediately after we cast our votes on worldwide re-
gionalization, voting was suspended because Google 

crashed, and we had to wait until it was fixed and came back online in the afternoon. No paper 
ballots, we all voted electronically using the Meeting Pulse platform. It was a challenge because 
of wi-fi issues and delays in voting.  There were over 500 voting members logging in to wi-fi to 
vote, and I had to use my own data line to vote. 
 

Other legislative highlights were: 
 

• We passed the 2026 Conference budget. 
• We passed a resolution to stand with our immigrant neighbors. 
• We passed a resolution to begin a process to divest from fossil fuels. 
• We passed a resolution to commit to not renewing military leases on O’ahu. 
• We passed a resolution on defending free speech, opposing the repression of advocacy for 

Palestinian rights. 
• We passed a recommendation to close Westmont United Methodist Church in Pomona Val-

ley, California. The five remaining members of Westmont UMC will be transferred to Montclair 
UMC. Pomona Valley Chinese UMC, a nesting congregation at Westmont UMC, is currently 
exploring the possible transfer of the property title. 

• We did not amend the way apportionments will be calculated and instead passed a recom-
mendation to do further study into a new calculation formula for the coming year. 

 

These are just the highlights, and there were more legislations that were submitted and voted on. 
If you would like to get more information and/or read the legislations, you may find them at cal-
pacumc.org/ac2025. 
 

 



Other livestream highlights: 
 

• Bishop Dottie Escobedo-Frank challenged us to be miracle workers, monster slayers, way 
makers, light bearers, truth seekers, love givers, and cherish peddlers. 

• We heard from five individuals and ministries across our connection, including topics like 
immigration, disaster relief, cherishing communities, and property development. 

• Conference committees and leaders shared updates from their areas of ministry, includ-
ing an address from Erin Hawkins, Executive Director of Connectional Ministries, who 
shared about where our murmuration has been and where we are headed. 

• Nineteen candidates were commissioned, ordained, or transferred during the Commis-
sion and Ordination Service. 

• Morning Worship Services were awesome and very uplifting, especially the music! 
• One of my favorites, baptism of a young child (this happens every year)! 
 
It was great to see so many young people; they were participating and going to the mics 
to ask questions, to agree, or not disagree on legislation.  It was well attended in person by 
members from Southern California, Hawaii, and Guam. 
 
It was not just all business. When we were not in plenaries, there were workshops and activi-
ties like a labyrinth, yoga/meditative prayer, karaoke, film screenings, open mic, trivia night, 
book club, a sound bath (not sure what that is), and a pop-up choir.  I went to a workshop 
on Nigeria and did the labyrinth.  
 
Just a heads up, Bishop Dottie has been making unannounced visits to churches to worship 
with congregations. There are over 370 churches in the California-Pacific Conference. Are 
we lucky enough to get an unannounced visit from her this coming year, or are we even on 
her radar? 
 
Lastly, if you feel you are being called to serve as an Annual Conference Lay Member or an 
Alternate Annual Conference Lay Member, talk to Pastor David.  I am also available to an-
swer questions about being a Lay Member. It has been an honor and a privilege to serve as 
one of your Annual Conference Lay Members. Thank you for the opportunity, thanks be to 
God! 
 
Next Year’s Annual Conference Session will be held June 17-20, 2026. 
Sources:  calpacumc.org/ac2025/ 

 The "Prayer Tree" 
 

Dear friends,  

If you need prayer or would like to add someone to the prayer 

tree call Meg Estrada or Joy O'Connor.  

The prayer team meets every Tuesday at 10:00 am at Joy's home.  

We also have a Prayer Tree, where we pass the prayer along to 

the others by phone. 

You are welcome to join our prayer team. Just let me know. 

Meg: 949-702-1835 

Joy: 949-461-9021 

In Christ, 

Meg Estrada 





Founded in 1987, the Laguna Woods United Methodist Foundation, Inc. (“LWUMF”) is a Cali-

fornia not-for-profit religious corporation that supports Laguna Country United Methodist 

Church (“LCUMC”) and its programs. LWUMF Scholarships support young LCUMC members – 

a vital ministry for LCUMC’s future. The first LWUMF Scholarship awards in 2005 began with 

principal funding by the Connie Burgess Fund and increased by a bequest from Jean Scar-

borough. In 2013, the Aaron H. and Vera B. Bergen Scholarship was launched with Vera Ber-

gen’s generous $100,000.00 gift to LWUMF. 
 

Both awards support young LCUMC members who have been active in the Church and are 

accepted for enrollment in an approved academic program at an accredited higher edu-

cation institution (e.g., university, college, or community college) and on an academic track 

required by the institution to complete the degree or certificate. The Bergen scholarship is for 

students who earn and maintain a cumulative grade average of “B” (3.000 on 4.000 point 

scale) or higher, whether a graduating high school senior accepted for college admission or 

a current full-time college student. 
 

By THURSDAY, JULY 10, 2025, applicants must submit a completed 2025-26 LWUMF Scholarship 

Application to the Scholarship Committee at Todd.Danford@gmail.com Subject: LWUMF 

Scholarship or delivered to the LWUMF Scholarship Committee, 24442 Moulton Parkway,  

Laguna Woods, CA 92637-3362. 

-

mailto:Todd.Danford@gmail.com




The new 2025 directory is 

here. Pick up your copy in  

the Narthex or in the 

church office. 



Directory Corrections  

& Editions 
Kathy Ritsema 

Kritsema@me.com 
Regina Jennings 

24055 Paseo Del Lago Unit 313 

Laguna Woods, CA 92637 

646-385-0840 

rjennings@aol.com 
Stephen & Mary Jenkins 

24701 Raymond Way Space 219 

Lake Forest, CA 92630 

boomerhinterland@gmail.com 

469-369-7728 
McCormack, Judy 

4026 Calle Sonora Este 1B 

Laguna Woods, CA 92637 
Linda Taylor 

4025 Calle Sonora Este #3E 

Laguna Woods, CA 92637 

linda.taylor14@gmail.com 

1-818-406-6500 



Pastor David Atkins 

Senior Pastor 

davidmft76@gmail.com 

Ashleigh Kelly 

Office Manager 

office.lcumc@gmail.com 

Richard Warne 

Music Director 

richard.lcumc@gmail.com 

Michael Beu 
 

Director of Technology,  
Media, & Communications 

michaelsbeu@gmail.com 

24442 Moulton Pkwy 

Laguna Woods, CA 92637 

 

Phone  949.837.3414 

Email  office.lcumc@gmail.com 

Website  lagunacountryumc.org 


