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Divisions happen all the time. They seem to be part of our
world experience. They happen in families. They happen in
churches. They happen in nations. They even happen within
political parties. Historically, there was a great division of the
Christian tradition in 1054, the division between the
Orthodox churches of the East and the Roman Catholic
Churches of the West. Much was lost for each party, but
especially for the churches in the West.

Paul had made a bold statement in his letter to the
Colossians: “Christ is the image of the invisible God, the
firstborn of all creation. For in him were created all things in
heaven and on earth, visible and the invisible,…” (1:15-16).
This is an affirmation of the Divine Presence in everyone and
everything since the beginning of time. The Eastern church
continued to affirm that Christ is everywhere, whereas the
Western church began to limit the Divine Presence to the
single body of Jesus. 

Richard Rohr states that “discovering Christ as the
transcendent within of every 'thing” in the universe can
transform the way we perceive and the way we live in our
everyday world.” G.K. Chesterton wrote, “our religion is not
the church we belong to, but the cosmos we live inside.” The
word “religion” literally means to “reconnect.” This concept
invites us to be inclusive, to be connected with everything
and everyone. Let us in this New Year allow the Christ within
to connect us with the “all of the universe.” 

Peace and blessings, Pastor David





Dial-A-Devotion always needs a few more dedicated presenters to supplement the group. If you
follow this group via phone, you know that it means presenting a message about every three

weeks from your home. It allows you to share a message that was meaningful to you or to others.
Let the office know if you would like to try it out. 949.837.5433

 

Dial a Devotion- -

Jan 1, 2026 Elaine Brady Jan 16, 2026 Liz Heacock Feb 1, 2026 XXXXXXXXXXX

Jan 2, 2026 Dick Obermayer Jan 17, 2026 XXXXXXXXXXX Feb 2, 2026 Don Forden

Jan 3, 2026 XXXXXXXXXX Jan 18, 2026 XXXXXXXXXXX Feb 3, 2026 Meg Estrada

Jan 4, 2026 XXXXXXXXXX Jan 19, 2026 Teri Lancey Feb 4, 2026 David Atkins

Jan 5, 2026 LaFee Family Jan 20, 2026 Dick Obermayer Feb 5, 2026 Glenn Miller

Jan 6, 2026 Greg Lewis Jan 21, 2026 Marilyn Nicolas Feb 6, 2026 Teri Lancey

Jan 7, 2026 Sherry Atkins Jan 22, 2026 Judy McCormick Feb 7, 2026 XXXXXXXXXXX

Jan 8, 2026 Laddie Perez Jan 23, 2026 Elaine Brady Feb 8, 2026 XXXXXXXXXXX

Jan 9, 2026 Laura Daillak Jan 24, 2026 XXXXXXXXXXX Feb 9, 2026 Dick Obermayer

Jan 10, 2026 XXXXXXXXXX Jan 25, 2026 XXXXXXXXXXX Feb 10, 2026 Marilyn Nicolas

Jan 11, 2026 XXXXXXXXXX Jan 26, 2026 LaFee Family Feb 11, 2026 Judy McCormick

Jan 12, 2026 Don Forden Jan 27, 2026 Greg Lewis Feb 12, 2026 Elaine Brady

Jan 13, 2026 Meg Estrada Jan 28, 2026 Sherry Atkins Feb 13, 2026 LaFee Family

Jan 14, 2026 David Atkins Jan 29, 2026 Laddie Perez Feb 14, 2026 XXXXXXXXXXX

Jan 15, 2026 Glenn Miller Jan 30, 2026 Laura Daillak Feb 15, 2026 XXXXXXXXXXX

Jan 31, 2026 XXXXXXXXXXX



January 4th Rex Danford & Connie Gould

January 11th Kelly LaFee & David Forden

January 18th Art & Judy Feldra

January 25th Frank Bristol & Teri Lancey

Communion Servers Meg Estrada & Linda Taylor

Usher Schedule



Pat Heacock January 10th

Cassidy LaFee January 14th

Priscilla Capulong January 18th

Bebe Shaddock January 25th

Steve Kelly January 27th

Dermott Roberts January 29th

January Birthdays

Please remember that we can give to
the needy of our church and community

at any time through the Pastor’s 
Discretionary Fund. To contribute to this

fund simply write a check to LCUMC and
include “Pastor’s Discretionary” in the

memo. Include your  contribution in the
Sunday offering plate or send it to the

Church Office. Thank You!!  
 

January &
February

Liturgist
Jan. 4th Marilyn Nicolas

Jan. 11th Meg Estrada

Jan. 18th Laura Daillak

Jan. 25th Sherry Atkins

Feb. 1st Rex Danford

Feb. 8th Laddie Perez

Feb. 15th Don Forden

Feb. 22nd Bev Miller



Sermon  Themes

January 4th – Communion Sunday – Covenant Sunday – The Mystery
Unveiled: Ephesians 1:3-10; John 1:1-5,14-18

On the first Sunday of the year, we renew our covenant with God with the
traditional “Covenant Prayer” written by John Wesley. The scriptures are

powerful statements of God’s intention to gather all people to him, having
been chosen before the foundation of the world. Paul emphasizes that
this is a “plan for the fullness of time.” The beginning of John’s gospel also states
that “from his fullness we have all received, grace upon grace.” These powerful

and positive scriptures invite us into an inclusive and full life.

January 11th – First Sunday in Epiphany – A Declaration: 
Acts 10:34-43; Matthew 3:13-17 

The writer of Acts places Peter on the stage with a brief message about the
centrality of Christ and the inclusion of all “who fear God and practice
righteousness.” He declares that “God shows no partiality.” The story in

Matthew is about the baptism of Jesus by John the Baptist, and the
powerful declaration, “This is my Son, the Beloved, with whom I am well

pleased.” What is the declaration God makes about us?

January 18th – Second Sunday in Epiphany:
Jeremiah 29:4-9; Matthew 28:16-20

Rev. Steven Jenkins preaching, with the title: The World IN My Parish. Rev. Jenkins has a
rich background in ministry in England and the United States, a guest speaker in many

places on a variety of topics. He will focus on Jeremiah, who gives a very positive
prophecy to the Israelites, who at this time are in exile in Babylon. Jeremiah encourages

them to be prosperous. The Matthew passage includes the “Great Commission” that
Jesus gave to his apostles before his ascension.

January 25th – Third Sunday in Epiphany: United Women in Faith Sunday
This special worship service will be conducted by the United Women in Faith of Laguna

Country UMC. This active group of women focuses on missions throughout the world and
has invited a special speaker for this Sunday. Young Mae Kim, part of the Program

Advisory Group of the National United Women in Faith. She was born and raised in Seoul,
Korea, worked at a TV-Radio Broadcasting Company in Seoul for ten years, and moved

to Los Angeles with her family due to her husband’s job relocation, worked as a
Teacher’s Assistant, there, and Literacy Instructor and Program Coordinator in Virginia.

She is currently running a retail business.



January
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

1
6:30am AA
Do It Sober
9:30am WW
Meeting
1:00pm 8 is
Enough

2
6:30am AA
Do It
Sober
9:30am
WW
Meeting
11:30am
The
Gathering

3
6:30am AA Do It
Sober
8:00am WW Meeting
9:30am WW Meeting
9:30am UWF
Leadership Meeting
10:00 a.m. New
member orientation

4
6:30am AA Do It
Sober
8:30am Choir
Rehearsal
9:30am Worship
10:30am
Fellowship Time
11:00am Adult
Sunday School
6:00pm AA

5
6:30am AA Do It
Sober
12:00pm Al-
Anon Meeting
7:00pm AA
Monday Night
12 & 12

6
6:30am AA Do
It Sober
9:30am Bell
Practice
10:00am
Prayer Group
6:00pm WW
Meeting
7:00pm Boy
Scouts

7
6:30am AA Do
It Sober
10:30am
Tellers
1:00pm OK
Chorale
6:00pm Hula
Lessons
7:00pm Choir

8
6:30am AA
Do It Sober
9:30am WW
Meeting
1:00pm 8 is
Enough

9
6:30am AA
Do It
Sober
9:30am
WW
Meeting
11:30am
The
Gathering

10
6:30am AA Do It
Sober
8:00am WW Meeting
9:00am Vision Team
Meeting
9:30am WW Meeting
11:30am Boy Scout
Pinewood Build
1:00pm Un-Hanging
of the Greens

11
6:30am AA Do It
Sober
8:30am Choir
Rehearsal
9:30am Worship
10:30am Soup
Fellowship Time
11:00am Adult
Sunday School
6:00pm AA

12
6:30am AA Do It
Sober
12:00pm Al-
Anon 
Meeting
12:30 Non-
Competitive
Bridge
7:00pm AA
Monday Night
12 & 12

13
6:30am AA Do
It Sober
9:30am Bell
Practice
10:00am
Prayer Group
6:00pm WW
Meeting
7:00pm Boy
Scouts

14
6:30am AA Do
It Sober
10:30am
Tellers
1:00pm OK
Chorale
6:00pm Hula
Lessons
7:00pm Choir

15
6:30am AA
Do It Sober
9:30am WW
Meeting
1:00pm 8 is
Enough

16
6:30am AA
Do It
Sober
9:30am
WW
Meeting
11:30am
The
Gathering

17
6:30am AA Do It
Sober
8:00am WW Meeting
9:30am Men's Group
9:30am WW Meeting
9:30am UWF
Meeting

18
6:30am AA Do It
Sober
8:30am Choir
Rehearsal
9:30am Worship
10:30am
Fellowship Time
11:00am Adult
Sunday School
6:00pm AA

19
6:30am AA Do It
Sober
12:00pm Al-
Anon Meeting
7:00pm AA
Monday Night
12 & 12

20
6:30am AA Do
It Sober
9:30am Bell
Practice
10:00am
Prayer Group
6:00pm WW
Meeting
7:00pm Boy
Scouts

21
6:30am AA Do
It Sober
10:30am
Tellers
1:00pm OK
Chorale
6:00pm Hula
Lessons
7:00pm Choir
7:00pm
Moulton 1
HOA

22
6:30am AA
Do It Sober
9:30am WW
Meeting
1:00pm 8 is
Enough

23
6:30am AA
Do It
Sober
9:30am
WW
Meeting
11:30am
The
Gathering

24
6:30am AA Do It
Sober
8:00am WW Meeting
9:30am Foundation
Meeting
9:30am WW Meeting
10:00am Scouts
Pinewood Derby

25
UWF Sunday
6:30am AA Do It
Sober
8:30am Choir
Rehearsal
9:30am Worship
10:30am
Fellowship Time
11:00am Adult
Sunday School
6:00pm AA

26
6:30am AA Do It
Sober
12:00pm Al-
Anon Meeting
12:30 Non-
Competitive
Bridge
7:00pm AA
Monday Night
12 & 12

27
6:30am AA Do
It Sober
9:30am Bell
Practice
10:00am
Prayer Group
6:00pm WW
Meeting
7:00pm Boy
Scouts

28
6:30am AA Do
It Sober
10:30am
Tellers
1:00pm OK
Chorale
6:00pm Hula
Lessons
7:00pm Choir

29
6:30am AA
Do It Sober
9:30am WW
Meeting
1:00pm 8 is
Enough

30
6:30am AA
Do It
Sober
9:30am
WW
Meeting
11:30am
The
Gathering

31
6:30am AA Do It
Sober
8:00am WW Meeting
9:30am WW Meeting



Fe l l owsh ip  Opportun i t i e s

Shuffle, Deal, and Laugh a Little!
Love playing bridge, but not the pressure of
high-stakes games? Join our church bridge

group for fun, fellowship, and plenty of
laughter. We’re all about good cards, good

company, and maybe even a few good
snacks.

No trophies, no stress—just friends around the
table. Come play a hand (or two)!

Lagunacountryumc.org
                     or on 
Laguna Country UMC

Check out our services at



Fe l l owsh ip  Opportun i t i e s



Church Library

Help Us Start Our Church
Library!

We’re excited to share that our
church is starting a brand-new

library! Our hope is to create a cozy
little corner filled with books that

encourage faith, inspire hope, and
bring joy to readers of all ages.

To get started, we’d love your help. If
you have gently used books—

Christian living, devotionals, Bible
studies, children’s stories, or even
good, wholesome fiction—please

consider donating them. Every book
will help build a collection that our

whole church family can enjoy.
Donations can be dropped off in
the church office during the week
or placed in the library donation

box in the foyer on Sundays. Thank
you for helping us plant the seeds of

a library that will bless our
community for years to come!

FINANCIAL COMMITMENT
We have received a total of 40 pledges to support the work and
ministry of LCUMC in 2026, with a total pledged of $121,392. Ten
of these pledges, 25%, are from new participants in the church.
Thanks to all who have made this commitment and to all who

continue to give financially to the church without making a
pledge. Your faithful and generous giving is making it possible to

continue ministry here.

CHRISTMAS OFFERING (print the total when you have it)

CHRISTIAN COMMUNITY CELEBRATED
We experienced Christmas Eve in a new way this year. Laguna
Country and Laguna Hills Korean United Methodist Churches

joined together to celebrate the birth of the Christ Child. Each
church brought special music, each pastor gave a short
meditation, and we all sang Carols together in whatever

language was most familiar to us. This is the beginning of a new
relationship with the two congregations. Pastor Hakchoon Lim

retired at the end of November and invited the congregation to
go with him as he started a new church. It is not a United

Methodist Church, but an independent entity. About two-thirds of
the congregation left with him, and about one-third of the

congregation stayed with the United Methodist connection. Their
interim pastor, Rev. Yong Sam Park, and a number of their laity

approached Pastor Atkins with the possibility of working together
to support the ministry of Christ in this location. In the last few

weeks, leaders of LHKUMC and LCUMC have met several times to
discuss joint worship and shared financial responsibilities for our
facilities. This is a new time in the life of both churches, and your
prayers are requested for the pastors and participants in both

congregations as we seek to be faithful to our calling and
ministry.

Peace, Pastor David

What’s Going On





Pastor: Tell me about where you came from and your family.

Roger: I was born in Asheville, N.C., and then was in 
Greenville, S.C., for a while, but most of my life I was in 
Maryland, next to the DC/Maryland line. I grew up on the 
streets. My mother was a single parent, and I never knew 
my father. I had two older brothers who were sent to live 
with their father, then to an uncle, and then to a home for 
boys. My brother, Larry, ran away from that home when he 
was 18, and my other brother, 16, ran away shortly after 
that. I just learned to adapt. Because of the negative 
authority around me, I never learned to respect authority. 
I found a way to escape life through alcohol and drugs.
I was married for a time, then found my escape from 
alcohol and drugs through the courts. The judge took a personal interest in the
young men who came through his court, and in 2001, I made a dramatic change
when I was sent to rehab and then the “Oxford House,” a sober living house, and
stayed there for eight years. I met my closest friends there. I met my wife, Robin,
while I was living there around 2009, and we were married in 2011. We lived in
Illinois, and I managed an auto repair shop for about 10 years.

Pastor: What different jobs have you had?

Roger: I was always taking things apart, wanting to figure out what made it work,
but wasn’t interested in putting it back together. When I was 12, I installed an
engine in a Ford Falcon, then worked at auto dealerships as a mechanic. My
brother, Phillip, and I set up our own repair shop in Pensacola, FL. I wandered
through a number of states and had a daughter while in Indiana. I have three
grandchildren. As an auto mechanic, I learned about electrical, heating, and
cooling. “If I know how it works, I can fix it.” I used to build and sell computers. I
installed tankless water heaters in Chicago.

What’s Going On
By: Pastor David

Meet Our Staff

Roger Gillette, Handy Man



What’s Going On
Meet Our Staff

Of all the jobs I have had, I like this one the best. I feel like I am helping the church.
With the building being so old and broken, anything you do makes a difference.

Pastor: How did you come to work for LCUMC?

Roger: I was doing work for Mike Daillak, and he asked me to take a look at the
furnace at the church. I kept thinking about the problem and figured out it was the
gas valve, which I replaced. Then the Trustees asked me to work part-time as the
handyman. (Roger donates a lot of extra time to the church.)

Pastor: What do you do here?

Roger: Whatever is asked of me. General maintenance, although not restricted to
that.

Pastor: What do you like about the job here?

Roger: I like the people. I also like the three-minute commute from home.

Pastor: What do you find challenging or frustrating?

Roger: Nothing really. People here are so mellow.

Pastor: What thought or word would you give to the church?

Roger: Don’t let people walk on you. Stand up for the church. It’s not about
personalities; it is about the church. Also, the church needs security cameras.

(Additional information: Roger had an 18-hour surgery for a liver and kidney
transplant on July 31st-August 1st, 2024. He said, “I didn’t know I was that ill.” The
energy I have now is “insane.”He was on the active waiting list for about a year. The
donor was a 51-year-old male, and Roger was 64. No transplant is given after the
age of 70.)



Who are we? We’re a sisterhood acting in faith to tackle the hard work of the
world without hesitation. 

The Mission: United Women in Faith seeks to connect and nurture women through
Christian spiritual formation, leadership development, creative fellowship, and education
so that they can inspire, influence, and impact local and global communities.
 
The Vision: Turning faith, hope, and love into action on behalf of women, children, and
youth around the world.
 
The Purpose: We are a community of women whose purpose is to know God; to
experience freedom as whole persons through Jesus Christ; to develop a creative,
supportive fellowship, and to expand concepts of mission through participation in the
global ministries of the church.
 
As we welcome 2026 and leave 2025 behind, we invite you to reflect on your hopes and
expectations for the coming year. The possibilities are exciting, and together as a unit, we
can continue to inspire, influence, and impact others through our shared commitment
and work.
 
The Laguna Country UWFaith Leadership Team will be meeting during the first week of
January 2026 to plan our activities for the year. Your input is invaluable—please share with
any Team member what you hope for and what you look forward to in 2026. Hearing from
you is important as we shape programs that best serve our community and encourage
active participation.
 

Carrying Our Blessings Forward
Yellow: Life in Christ; Green: Sisterhood; Orange: Action; Blue: Faith

Laguna Country 



Please mark your calendars for our first general meeting of 2026, scheduled for Saturday
morning, January 17th (time to be determined). This gathering will feature a Pledge
Service and the installation of incoming officers. A flyer and reminder, including the time,
will be sent out soon. The officers for 2026 are: 

On Sunday, January 25th, we celebrate Women’s Sunday. We are honored to welcome
guest speaker Young Mae Kim, who attends Holliston-Dream UMC in Pasadena and
currently serves as a member of the Program Advisory Group on Western Jurisdiction and
National UW Faith.
 
Registration is still open for the UW Faith Assembly in Indianapolis, Indiana, taking place
from May 15th-17th, 2026. Keynote speakers include Stacey Abrams and her mother, Rev.
Carolyn Abrams. This Assembly, held every four years, brings together women committed
to faith, empowerment, and making a difference. It is a memorable experience that
continues to inspire those who attend (like me).
 
If you are able, please continue supporting the Orangewood Foundation by bringing
essential items. The Missions Committee will be collecting donations throughout January,
with delivery scheduled for February. Orangewood Foundation serves young people
experiencing homelessness and those aging out of foster care. Requested items include
shampoo, conditioner, toothbrushes, toothpaste, razors, shaving cream, deodorant,
lotion, body wash or soap, and feminine hygiene products. For further details and for
additional items to bring, please contact Meg Estrada.
 
Thank you for all your support and contributions. Laguna Country UW Faith is unstoppable!
Laddie Perez, President

Laddie Perez, President Meg Estrada, Program Resource Coordinator

Teri Lancey, Secretary Joy O’Connor, Spiritual Growth Coordinator

Tanya Yoneda, Treasurer Lulu Emery, Librarian



Pastor David Atkins
Senior Pastor

davidmft75@gmail.com

Ashleigh Kelly
Administrator

office.lcumc@gmail.com

Richard Warne
Music Director

rworglbau@aol.com

Michael Beu
Directory Of Technology

Michaelbeu@gmail.com

24442 Moulton Pkwy.
Laguna Woods, CA 92637
949.837.3414
office.lcumc@gmail.com
lagunacountryumc.org

Laguna Country UMC
Staff


